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THT-REIN VIITSO (Tartu)
LIVONIAN miez, VEPS me? *MAN’

1. At first glance the Livonian case forms of the noun miez 'man; husband’

nsg miez : gsg mi'e : psg miesto
(the apostroph in the Livonian genitive form stands for sted or laryngeal tone), as
well as their Veps cognates, cf. North Veps

mez : mehen : mest,
represent quite uninteresting reflexes of what are considered their Proto-Finnic un-
derlying forms, viz.

*mes : *mehen : *mestd.
On the other hand, it is a well-known fact that the Finnic stem is unique, viz. ex-
ceptional in two aspects. First, it is the only noun that has in nominative singular
a monosyllabic consonantal stem, second, it is the only noun in Finnic that alter-
nates s and h after a vowel of an initial syllable, while the normal behavior of *s
in that position can be seen in the Finnic stem for 'fir’ that has been inherited from
Proto-Uralic:

nsg *kisi : gsg *kiisen : psg *kiista.
Veps -2 in mezZ seems to indicate that the nominative form has formerly ended in
*-i. However, if the protoform had ended in -i the Livonian nominative were not
miez but tmeZ and one should then explain why Votic, Finnish and Ingrian have
exceptionally apocopated *-i in only the nominative singular form. Therefore, the
Finnic stem has rather had formerly a disyllabic consonantal stem in nominative
and partitive singular and a trisyllabic vocalic stem, e.g. in genitive singular, An
additional interesting point is that the Finnic stem has no cognates elsewhere in
the Uralic family. I have proposed in an article submitted in 1990 that the Finnic
stem for 'man’ comes from Germanic *mégaz, cf. Gothic mégs 'son-in-law’, Old
Nordic mdgr 'male relative by marriage’, Old English mé3 'relative, kinsman’, Old
Frisian mech (Viitso, forthcoming).
2. In the framework of the standard theory of the Proto-Finnic consonant system
this etymology meets certain difficulties. From a purely formal point of view, the
Germanic *megaz could have been adapted in Finnic either as *mekds (following
the older pattern of adaptation) or as *mekas (following the newer patterns of adap-
tation). *mekas is counterevidenced because the Finnic stem has had a front vo-
calism: no Livonian, Estonian or Votic d-dialect exhibits traits of the sound change
{*e *e} > {*¢ g} characteristic of stems with a back vocalism as, e.g., in Livonian
voroz, Estonian védras, Votic vddraz from *veras 'foreigner; guest; strange; for-
eign’, which I now consider more likely a borrowing from Germanic *veraz (cf.
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Gothic wair 'man’, Old Icelandic verr ’husband’, Old English, Old High German
wer) rather than that from Baltic *viras, cf. Latvian virs "'man’, Lithuanian vyras
(Viitso 1978 : 90) or a derivative from the Finnic stem *veri (SKES 1726). Neverthe-
less, even *mekds causes a serious problem. The consonant *-k- here would have
undergone the weakening *k > *& at the beginning of a closed posttonic syllable
according to the general stop mutation (gradation) rule in most Finnic dialects.

Notably, one would expect in most Finnic dialects the development of

nsg *mekds : gsg *mekdhen psg *mekdstd
into b

*mekds : *mekdhen : *mekdstd.
(Note that most coursebooks of the Finnic historical grammar use the "spirant” nota-
tion *y instead of the weak grade variant *& of *k, and some linguists still seem to
believe that the weakened variant of the stop was really pronounced as a voiced
spirant.) Although there are no conclusive examples of the development of the
sequence *2kd in those modern dialects that have undergone the stop mutation,
it is conceivable that this sequence was obligatorily subjected to (a) the loss of *k
and (b) contraction, i.e. its reflex in most of the dialects was & or, when the latter
had undergone breaking, ie; hence one can speculate that either the nominative
or partitive stem has been generalized throughout the paradigm in those dialects.
Still, the regular reflex of the nominative singular form *mekds would be, anyhow,
tmiegoz in Livonian and tmegaz in Veps: there are no known characteristic remi-
niscents of the weak variant *k in Livonian nominal paradigms, and Veps is known
as the Finnic language bearing no traits of the Finnic single stop mutation. The
expected reflexes of the genitive singular form *mekdhin would have been tmiego
in Livonian and fmeghan in Veps (and, by the way, 1 'meega in Estonian, fmee~
cdd in Votic, tmiekddn in Finnish, tmeekdhdn in Ingrian).

Apparently, in view of the absence of any case forms where the absence of
the stop g were explainable as resulting from a known sound change, both Li-
vonian and Veps as remote marginal languages give sufficient evidence to main-
tain that the Proto-Finnic forms

nsg *mé@s : gsg *mehen : psg *mestd
cannot be derived from the former underlying forms

*mekds : *mekdhen : *mekdstd.
3. In view of the apparent difficulties raised by the Livonian and Veps data, it is
highly probable that the Proto-Germanic voiced velar fricative *g of the word *meé-
gaz was accepted as a voiced velar fricative *y also in Finnic.

This explanation meets the difficulty that up to now no *y has ever been pro-
posed for Proto-Finnic except when handling the weak grade variant of *& that,
however, was written as *k above. On the other hand, several Finno-Ugricists re-
construct an intervocalic velar fricative (or spirant) *y for a consonant that has
been lost in Finnic but has reflexes similar to those of *k elsewhere in Finno-Ug-
ric; in East Hanti and in North Lapp even the fricative y occurs as one of the re-
flexes. In Finnic *y has been lost in such stems before the rise of stop mutation,
i.e. before the rise of the weak grade of *k. As the modern Finnic languages have
mostly long monophthongs in stems with the former *y, Erkki Itkonen has pro-
posed an alternative way of reconstructing the corresponding stems, namely with
a long monophthong followed by *k. Actually, the stem with the meaning "to row’
makes rather a counterindication to Itkonen’s proposal than an exceptional de-
velopment of a sequence of the type, cf. Livonian (infinitive) sdidé : (prisg) soi-
dab, Estonian ‘souda : souan, Votic soutaa : sovvan, Finnish soutaa : soudan, Veps
soutta : soudan.
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If the Proto-Germanic voiced velar fricative in *mégas was accepted as a ve-
lar fricative also in Finnic, the following development of the Finnic word for 'man’
can be described without difficulties in terms of well-known historical changes,
cf.

*meyds : *meydsen : *meydstd

*s>*h /VCV_V *meyds : *meydhen : *meyastd
> *me,ds : *me,dhen : *me dstd
Contraction *mes : *mehen : *mestd

4. If the Finnic word *m@s is a Germanic loanword, then the following conclu-
sions can be drawn: (1) *més has been borrowed earlier than those Germanic loan-
words in Finnic where either *-h- or *-k- have been substituted for the German-
ic intervocalic *-g- and (2) *y was not lost in Finnic, at least when contacts with
Germanic began.

Abbreviations

g - genitive, n — nominative, p - partitive, pr — present tense, sg — singular. Abbreviations
form compounds, cf. e.g. gsg — genitive singular.
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THAT-PEHH BHHTCO (Tapty)
JIUBCKOE miez, BEIICCKOE mez '"MY>XYHUHA’

CkJI0HEHHE NTPUOATTHICKO-(PHHCKOIO CJ10Ba CO 3HA4YEHHEM 'MYX4HHa', CP. HOMHHATHB €11 *més
: TEHHTHUB €/l. *mehen : NapTHTHB efl. *M&std yHUKANbHO B IBYX OTHOIIEHHAX: BO-TIEPBLIX, Ha-
JHMILIO €JHHCTBEHHOE CIIOBO, HMelollee B HOMHHATHBE e/l. YMclia OJHOCIOXHYI0 COrIacHYyIo OC-
HOBY M, BO-BTOpPBIX, €JHHCTBEHHOE CIIOBO, B NapaJHrMe KOTOPOro 4YepesoBaHHe S : i BCTpe-
YyaeTcs Ha rpaHuue nepsoro ciora. [IoaToMy, BEpOsSTHO, CII0BO HMENO paHblie ABYCIOXHYIO
COTNIaCHYI0 OCHOBY H TPEXCII0XHYIO riacHylo ocHoBy. IIpeamnonaraercsi, YTO CIOBO 3aHMCT-
BOBaHO M3 repPMaHCKOr0 *mégaz, cp. roT. meégs '3ATh’, APEBHEHCII. MAZT 'CBOWCTBEHHHUK , JpeB-
HeaHrJI. mé3 "'poACTBEHHHK', IpeBHedpH3. méch. BBuay TOro, 4TO B IHBCKOM Iapagurme, cp.
miez : mi'e : miestd, U B BENICCKOM Mapaaurme, cp. mez : mehen : mest, 0TCy TCTBYIOT pedIeKChi
repMaHCKOro HHTEPBOKalbHOIO 3BOHKOTO BENsPHOTO (DPHKATHBHOIO *g, MpHYeM 3TO OTCYT-
CTBHE HHKaK He 00bACHHMO Yepe/loBaHHEM CTyIeHeH OJHHOYHBIX COTNIAaCHbIX, y TBEpPX/IaeT-
s, YTO B 3TOM CIIOBE pepIeKCOM repMaHCKOro 3BOHKOTO BEJISIPHOT0 (PPHKATHBHOIO *2 U B MpH-
6anTHHCKO-(PHHCKOM CriepBa Oblll 3BOHKHH BENSPHBIN (DPUKAaTHBHLIN, Cp. *meyds : *meydsen :
*meydstd.
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