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TIIT-REIN VIITSO (Tartu-Helsinki)
LIVONIAN neitsé kuolm pinno

I was ten years old when I met Professor Paul Ariste. It must been
June 1948 when he and a colleague visited my aunt. She was also
a professor of Tartu University and she had been looking after me
for two years. Somehow Livonians became the topic of discussion. Ariste
demonstrated what the Livonian language sounded like by saying in
Livonian that he was leaving for the Livonian Coast for two weeks and
reciting the first stanza of the song «Knas neitst, valdaputkozs («The
beautiful maiden, a white flowers). I was childish enough to try to
verify his knowledge asking the meaning of the Livonian sentence
«Tdm paiké enim db uo tundé» that 1 had read in a novel of Andrus
Saal. Ariste knew where the sentence was from and noted that there
must be o6-s instead of 6-s. Some weeks later Ariste rang me up and
invited me to his home on Jakobsoni Street 8. He had just arrived from
the expedition to Livonians and wanted to make me a present of a
smoke-dried flounder from Courland and of two Livonian books — the
book of Karl Stalte’s poems («Livé [6l6d») and the 1937 edition of the

New Testament.
*

The phrase neitsé kuolm pi’nné [neitsd kiislm pihi3)] ’the maiden’s
three dogs’ consists of three extremely interesting words.
1. The Livonian noun neitst 'maiden’ is one of the four nouns whose
stem-final -f alternates with zero. Nevertheless it is unique in alternating
-t with zero even in genitive singular,

nsg gsg psg isg ilsg ngpl gloss
(1) neitst neitsé neitstd  neitsoks neitso(z) neitsod  maiden
(2) va’it va’it  wva'ito va'ikoks wva'izo va’ited  gap
(3) laint laint  lainto laintkoks lainto lainod wave

(4) paint  paint painto paintkoks painto painod herd

In the stems va’it, laint, and paint the stop ¢ has been introduced from
the partitive sg forms, where it originally belonged to the case suffix, cf.
PF (= Proto-Finnic) *vajeh/ta, *laineh/ta, *paimen/ta. The generali-
zation of f-stems in the corresponding paradigms has been an ongoing
process, which can be confirmed by the parallel existence of such inno-
vative forms as isg va’itkoks and npl lantod, pantod. The stop -t in the
nsg form neitst, on the contrary, seems to have preserved the PF final
*.t of the PF deminutive *neitsiit : gsg *neitsiiteln, psg *neitsit|td. In
the PF gsg form the intervocalic *# has undergone the so-called suffixal
gradation, i. e. the weakening of intervocalic single stops after unstressed
syllables, in addition to Livonian also in Estonian, Votic, Finnish, Ingrian
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and Karelian, cf. Finnish neitsyt : gsg neitsyeln : psg neitsyt|td. However,
one cannot entirely rule out the possibility that the form neitst has arisen
from the psg form neitst6 by the analogy of such cases as e.g. riuost
rust’ : psg raosté. In any case there must have occurred a specifically
Livonian syncope of the last non-low stem vowel if that was preceded
by a long syllable and followed by an obstruent different from the conso-
nant standing before the vowel, cf. *neitsiit > neitst, *lapset > lapst
‘children’, *polet > puold 'halves’, *varikset > varikst 'crows’.

*neitsiit, as such, contains the deminutive suffix -*uf/-it. In what re-
mains the cluster *{s is an innovative one.It is believed to have appeared
first in some Proto-Finnic borrowed stems as a substitute of Proto-Baltic
and Proto-Germanic *dj. *neilsiit, however, is not a borrowing but a
derivate of a stem that had no *s, cf. Estonian neid 'maiden’ : psg neidu,
Finnish neito 'maiden’, neiti 'miss’. This stem has been preserved also in
a Veps derivate of the stem, cf.

neiZrie 'maiden’ : gsg neilSeln : psg rneidis|f : npl reitSeld
from

*neisinen : *neitiseln : *neitis|td : *neitiselt.

Up to now this Veps paradigm as well as certain similar ones, cf. e g.
enzne 'former’ : sgs enfSen : psg endist, mitfe 'which’ : gsg mitSen :
psg mittust, have been explained as those resulting from the Veps (and
Lude) vowel drop in an open unstressed syllable that was preceded by a
long stressed syllable; the sibilant 2 << *s in 7eiZne results from the
Proto-Finnic change *#i > *si, which occurred everywhere except (a)
directly after *s or *h and (b) when followed by a stem syllable beginning
in *s. The Veps case, however, cannot be ignored when explaining the
consonant cluster s in *neitsiit. We are actually confronted with two
possibilities: (1) *neitst comes from the protoform *neitis|it via an
hitherto unknown Proto-Finnic apocopation of the vowel of the second
syllable or (2) *neitsiit outside the Lude-Veps area is a loanword from
Lude-Veps.

The first explanation was presented, somewhat hesitatingly, by Lauri
Kettunen (1922 :43); his reconstruction *neitisut, by the way, is partially
incorrect because of misdating the age of the Veps and the Proto-Finnic
vowel harmony. The second explanation is improbable because of the
total absence in Livonian, Estonian, and Votic of elements of Lude or
Veps origin. Hence, it makes sense to look for more potential examples
of vowel apocopation in Proto-Finnic.

2. The declination of the Livonian numeral kuolm [kiidim] ’three’ and
its Estonian and Finnish counterparts is somewhat peculiar, cf.

nsg gsg psg npl
Livonian kuolm kuolm kuolmé  kuolma|d
Estonian [kolm kolme kolme kolme|p]
Finnish kolme kolmeln  kolmela  kolme]t

First, although e of the second syllable points to the Proto-Finnic stem
vowel *e, the lack of palatalization of [/ in the nsg forms in Livonian and
Estonian and the final e in the corresponding form in Finnish make this
numeral different from *e-stems, e.g. of Livonian suolm [si#dlm] and
Estonian sé/m ’knot’, cf.

nsg gsg psg npl
Livonian suo]lm suolm suolmé  suaolmald
Estonian [selm selme seime selmeln]
P *solmi  *solmeln *solme|ta *solmelt.

248



Livonian neitsd kuolm pi'nnd

At first glance one can reconstruct for Proto-Finnic the protoform
*kolme on the basis of the corresponding Finnish paradigm. Neverthe-
less, in the framework of the PF stems *kolme is exceptional, being the
single PF nsg form ending in *e. Such cases as Votic k6/méd, Ingrian
kold (< *kolmet) seem to result from an attempt to eliminate the
exceptionalitv of the form by adding a final consonant (note that Arvo
Laanest 1982: 187 reconstructs for PF the protoform *kolmet). Note

that even the Vens numeral kovre ~ koume must have had some final
consonant that has been dropned only after the vowel apocopnation had
occurred in Vens, otherwise the present shape of the nso form of the
numeral were *koum. No matter whether one aorees with the traditional
theorv, which accents for early Proto-Finnic only the vowels *a. *d, *e
in. non-initial svllables and the subseanent change *e > *i word-finally,
or the theory, which accepts *i instead of *e and the subseauent change
*{ > *e in non-final non-initial syllables, the exceptionalitv of the nsg
form *kolme needs an exnlanation. Obviously such an eveeptionality may
mean that (a) we are still unable to reconstruct the PF vowel svstem
of non-initial syllables in an entirely satisfactory manner or (b) *kolme
is arl innovational nsg form generalized from such forms as *kolme'n
ete. Althoush our reconstructions of the PF vowels of non-initial svllables
are sometimes somewhat problematic. the problems concern individual
cases, hence the general theorv cannot be wrong in principle. If *kolme
is an innovative nominative form then the original nominative form
could not be *kolmi: there were four numerals with *e-stems that ended
in *{ in nominative and thus there were excellent conditions for preser-
vation of such a nominative case form. Moreover, in the framework of
Uralic languages the Finnic numeral declension is a relatively late inno-
vation. If so then the former nominative case form could be somehow
related with the corresponding Ugric forms, cf. Vach HantiTk3ldm" three’ :
: kalmat third’, Surout Hanti kéaam : kiiamat, Hungarian hdrom : har-
madik. E. g., it could well be *kolem and the corresponding ordinal could
be *kolmanti > *kolmanti. The cardinal numeral declension was first
based on the nominative: *kélem : gsg *kolemeln. Inasmuch the above
speculations on vowel svncopation in *neitisit > *neitsiit are correct
one can suppose a similar development for *kolemen > kolmen. In
view of the Baltic borrowine *sémen ’seed’ : *sémenen that has retained
its long vowel in modern Finnic languages except in Veps and exhibits
in Estonian a quantity alternation pattern which differs from that of the
numeral kolm, cf.
[séme] : gsg [sémne] : psg [sémet] : nol [sémnep],

the long vowel *6 in *kélmen must have shortened before *sémen was
borrowed. The resulting stem alternation *kélem : *kolme'n could well
be eliminated by the substitution of *kolme for *kolem.

3. The Livonian noun pi’n is an i-stem and its South Estonian counter-

part pinil is an i-stem, cf.
nsg gsg psg npl

Livonian pi'n pi'n pi’nné pinid
South Estonian  [pinl pinl  pifinl  pini?)

As the standard theory of the vowel system of non-initial syllables ac-
cepts *i in a non-initial stem syllable only in nominative sg forms of
*e-stems, where it results from the change *e > *i, this stem, in the
framework of the theory, must have generalized the *i of the nominative
sg allomorph. Or, in the framework of an alternative theory, it must

A0



Tiit-Rein Viitso

be exceptional in escaping the change *i > *e in non-final position.
Nevertheless there is no reasonable explanation why this stem of high
frequency is exceptional in not alternating *i and *e and not having a
consonantal stem in partitive sg, cf.,, on the other hand, the noun
:uni ’slee;f)’ that exhibits forms which are entirely regular for a biradical
e-noun, cf.

nsg gsg psg npl

Livonian u'n u'n anlda *unald
South Estonian  [wAl  uné  unlp  une|?]
PF *uni  *uneln *unlta *unelt

In view of such circumstances one can suppose that Livonian pi'n
and South Estonian peni do not come directly from an *e-stem but form
*penei << *penej where *-j is a deminutive suffix. *ej of non-initial
syllables has regularly developed into *i in Finnic.

Abbreviations
gsg — genitive singular, ilsg — illative singular, isg — instrumental singular, ngpl —
nominative & genitive plural, npl — nominative plural, nsg — nominative singalar.
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THHT-PEAH BHHTCO (Tannunu-XeJbCHHKH)

JIUBCKASl ®PA3A neitso kuolm pi'nnéd

B nuBcko#t ¢pase neitsé kuolm pi'’nnd 'AeBYWIKHHBI TPH co6akH' Bce TPH CJOBa HHTe-
pecubl. CymecTBHTeJbHOE neifst ’neBymka’, BeposiTHO, 00pasoBaJoch OT paHHempHGaJ-
THACKO-QHHCKOTO JeMHHYTHBa *neifisdf{ myTeM JABYX CHHKON: NPHGAJNTHHACKO-(HHCKOH CHH-
KONBI TJIAaCHOTO BTOPOTO CJOra H JHBCKOH CHHKOMBI TJIACHOTO BTOPOrO cJora: *neiti-
sit>> *neitsiit>> *neitst. UucanrenpHoe kuolm<<*kolme ’TpH’, BO3MOXKHO, NPEACTABJSET
co60it OCHOBY, 06OGLIEHHYI0O B HOMHHATHB H3 ()OpMbl renutHBa *kolmeln w npereprnesuiyio
Ty Xe mnpanpHbanTHiicKo-QHHCKYI0 CHHKONy, oT *kolemeln. CyuiectBuTeNbHOE pi'n ’cO-
6aka’ H ero M0XHOICTOHCKOE COOTBETCTBHE BOCXOJAST He NMPsAMO K *e-OocHOBe, a K JeMHHY-
THBY *penej.
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