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TIIT-REIN VIITSO (Tallinn—Helsinki)

VOWELS AND CONSONANTS IN NORTH SETU (SOUTH ESTONIAN)

In a previous article (Viitso 1990) we argued that in North Setu the three

distinctive syllabic quantities Ql, Q2, and Q 3 can be described by means

of two pairs of features, viz. (a) a short vs. a long syllable and (b) a

syllable marked with a light vs. a heavy syllabic accent:

The three syllabic quantities are exemplified in Tables I—3. Table 1

contains examples of all mono- and disyllabic durationally different pat-
terns that contain a prevocalic or a final monophthong - stop sequence.
Table 2 contains examples of patterns that contain a prevocalic or final

diphthong - stop sequence. Table 3 contains examples of patterns with

prevocalic and final short monophthong -+ resonant + stop sequences.

Tables I—3 demonstrate why the three distinctive quantites @l, Q2,
and Q 3 should not be treated as inherent properties of segments, e. g,

as phonemic length. On the other hand, the tables point to several un-

solved problems. Apparently, two syllabic accents are not sufficient to

capture all durational distinctions that are present e.g. in Table 1 both

for monophthongs of the Ist syllable and for intervocalic or final single
or geminate stops.

Glosses: ! ’ceiling’, 2 ’packet (genitive)’, 3 ’packet (partitive)’, * ’even

a/the packet’,5’packet’, 6 ’saw (genitive)’, ’yield (genitive)’, 7 ’sleep!
(imperative 2pl)’, ® ’even a/the saw’, ° ’saw (partitive)’, !° ’yield (parti-
tive)’, !! ’even a/the yield’, !2 ’a/the saw’, 13 ’a/the yield’.

Q1
a short stressed

syllable marked with

a light accent /’/

Q2
a long stressed

———

03 syllable marked with -
a heavy accent /Y/

Q1 tacl! | pakkl? pakke3 pakke?* i pak®

Q2 sacl® makke??

@3 säcke? säce? sGkkel® sakkeoN в 5ас @ 5ав 18

Table 1. Monophthong and stop sequences.
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Glosses: ! ’hole (genitive)’, ? ’even a/the pike’, 3 ’pike (partitive)’, ¢ ’hole

(partitive)’, 5 ’even a/the hole’, ® ’pike’, 7 ’hole’.

Glosses: ! ’throat (genitive)’, ? ’even a/the crane (bird)’, $ ’crane (parti-
tive)’, * ’throat (partitive)’, 5 'even a/the cucumber', $ 'crane', 7 'cucumber'.

1. Vowels. In South Estonian the Proto-Finnic long mid vowels *6 *ö *2

have split into [0 6 €] in Q 2 and into [§ & §] in Q3, cf. the following
partial paradigms (the abbreviations nsg, gsg, psg, ilsg, npl, ppl below
stand for nominative singular, genitive singular, partitive singular, illa-
tive singular, nominative plural, partitive plural): ;

nsg gsg psg ilsg npl ppl gloss

tam та tima tima tõma? time ‘seedling’
pir pörä pürä pürä põrä? püre ’grindstone’
kil kele kilt kilpe kéle? kile ‘tongue’
In addition, the long mid vowel *g, which results from an early split о!
the Proto-Finnic *é into *¢ and *e¢, has split in Setu into |¢] in Q 2 and
into [{] in Q3, cf.

©ёга% wvira vgrast wvirahe vira? virel 'strange’
In negative aspect forms, [¢] occurs even in Q3, e.g. futé-s 'did not
come’, u:msté-$ ’did not sew’. Both originally allophonic height classes of
vowels are phonemic: at least [6] апа [ё] occur also in syllables of Q3,
cf.

nsg . gsg psg npl ppl gloss

polk polkko pölkkot pölkko? põlkkel ’half’
tolsk töfsko tofskol 62sko? töfskel boat’ '
Estläne Estläze Estläst õstläze? Estlälze ’Estonian (n)’

Besides that, in syllables of Q 3 the short mid vowel g has shifted to [
in some cases, cf.

Ийо tedva tilca tedva? — Нйсе 'jaw'
pelil > peha pihja peha? = pihje ’bottom’ |

while, on the other hand, there are

verk wverolı verkko wvercu? verkka ’net’

where ¢ has been retained throughout the paradigm. In rare cases {
has even appeared in syllables of Ql, cf. .

kiik = kice kikke kitk keikke ’all

Although there are no minimal pairs with [i] and [e] or [£] and [B],
it is likely that the difference in guality has become phonemic in both
cases.

Q2 aico! |
03 haic.ke?? haice® aukko* aikke® } haic® auk?

Table 2. Diphthong and stop sequences

Q2 kurcü!' |
03 kufoke?? kuioe® kurkko* kurkke?5 } kufe® kurk?

Table 3. Short monophthong and resonant sequences
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1.1. The main problem concerning vowels is whether long monophthongs
represent single phonemes or sequences of identical phonemes. The latter
solution has been suggested by the similarity of behavior of long monoph-
thongs and diphthongs (cf. Tables 1 and 2); long monophthongs are

treated phonologically as a class of diphthongs. This solution results in

the simplest vowel system of the Ist syllable which is then considered to

contain 12 (short) vowel phonemes:

- ju y üÜ i

u ü 1
обo e '

а ä /

Nevertheless, this solution has several disadvantages. Firstly, there is no

reasonable explanation of why an open monosyllabic stressed word must

end in two identical vowel phonemes, e.g. /suu/ 'mouth’, /sgg/ 'marsh’.

Secondly, the pairs /yy/, [uy/, |@d], [/, |66/, |66/ that result from this

solution are the only examples of vowel sequences (diphthongs) ending
in /y/, /ul, !, li/, /6/, and [é/, hence the solution contradicts certain

distributional restrictions that are obviously present in North Setu.

Thirdly, lowered high vowels occur only as long [§ @ {]; therefore any

attempt to treat them as pairs of identical phonemes /¢ й / that never

occur alone is obviously nonsensical. In addition, according 10 Ilse
Lehiste (1967), in standard (North) Estonian both components of a

diphthong of Q 2 are shorter than the corresponding monophthongs of

Q 1 and both components of a diphthong of Q 3 are longer than the

corresponding components of a diphthong of Q2; South Estonian, pro-

bably, is not different from North Estonian in this respect.

Hence there are both short and long vowel phonemes in North Setu:

° [u y Ü i ü j 4 i

кg 8 i
o öö e 0O 0 0 e

aäa а /

1.2. In North Setu all the ten short vowels can occur as the initial

components of diphthongs. There are seven vowels that can occur as

the final components of diphthongs, cf. Table 4 where data on the

existing diphthongs and their occurrence in syllables of Q 2 and Q3
are presented.

According to Table 4 mid and low vowels never occur as final compo-
nents of diphthongs except in syllables of Q3. This phenomenon is condi-

tioned by the fact that all such diphthongs have appeared as a result

of contraction that has occurred both after the loss of intervocalic single
consonants at the beginning of posttonic closed syllables, cf. npl rüä?

from the stem rücä ’rye’ and ma loé 'l read’ : ta lucé ’he reads’, and

after the loss of an intervocalic j before the vowel e (or e), cf. аейаs

’one drives (impersonal voice)’ and ajas ’he drives’.

A back vowel /u 0 y õa/ is never followed by a front vowel /ü äl.
Similarly, a front vowel /ü ö ä/ is never followed by a back vowel /u a/,
except /ä/ that can be followed by /u/, e.g. näüso? 'to miaow' and ma

Вай I walk' (cf., however, ta käüze 'he walks' and kävvo? 'to walk’).
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lgi]. In North Setu the following nine vowels occur in unstressed syll-
ables:

u i i

o¢ 0 e

a a

In the primarily stressed final syllables of negative imperfect forms these
vowels can be transformed, respectively, into the following long vowels:

i i i

õé 6 ö

a a
In addition, ¢ becomes ¢ in the primarily stressed final syllables of
negative present forms. All short and long monophthongs of nonfirst
syllables can thus be identified with certain short and long monoph-
thongs of Ist syllables. Hence there are the following short and long
vowel phonemes in North Setu nonfirst syllables:

[ u i i i Ü i
o öö €e 0 6 6 é :
aää а /

1.4. Despite a deficiency of lexical data it is possible to present a preli-
minary description of the interrelations of the vowel phonemes of the Ist
and the 2nd syllable, cf. Table 5, which, however, ignores the vowels of

primarily stressed 2nd syllables of the negative aspect forms (cf. Viitso
1990, Table 4). -

According to Table 5, a Ist syllable that contains a back vowel

Juoydaa gogd alis not followed by a 2nd syllable that contains
a front vowel /i 6 d/. The only known exception, &stdk ’уеаг’, represents
the result of fusion of a former compound into one word.

Similarly, a Ist syllable that contains a front vowel /i 6 & йй 6 @
is, as a rule, not followed by a 2nd syllable that contains a back vowel
ju о а], except for (a) -o in deverbal nouns (e.g. ndcod ’face’ from the
verb stem ndce- 'see’); (b) -0 ~ -u in the derivational suffixes -i%: gsg

u о а l ü ä I i e

u +3 +3
о ;+23 ,+23 +;3
y +3 +3 +3
õ +3 +%3
a Та + +3

ü +3
ö +33 + +3
ä | +3 + + +3

i +2 +3
e +3 +23

Table 4. North Setu diphthongs.

The indices 2 and s, respectively, indicate the occurrence of a diphthong in
a syllable of Q 2 or Q3.
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-ikku ~-icu : psg -ikko (cf. 3.1.1); (c) a in the plural stems of o-stems of
the types (a) and (b); (d) o inthe plural stem of some nominal ä-stems
(e.g. gpl, ppltikjo from t4hl empty’, gsg tikd, psg tihjd; obviously on

the analogy of such a-stems as kifl ’letter, writing’, gsg kird, psg kitja,
gpl, ppl kifjo); (e) u ~ o in the imperative 3sg&pl suffix /ku?/ ~ [ko?/
— [/kko?/ (cf. söcu? ’let him/them eat’, anpko? ’let him/them give’,
ndkko? ’let him/them see’); () a in the comitative case suffix /ka?/ (cf.
päca? from pd 'head’). Hence there exists a kind of morphologically
restricted vowel harmony in North Setu.

Note that there are also restrictions concerning the occurrence of

high vowels /u ii/: high vowels do not occur in a posttonic syllable
that is preceded by a syllable of Q3, except i in nominal derivational
suffixes -lik, -mik, -nik, -line[-line : -lize/-lize, -mine/-ming: -mize[-mize,
which after a syllable of Q 3 always have a secondary stress (cf. Viitso
1990, sections 3.1.1 and 3.1.2), as well as in certain genitive plural forms

(e.g. tarmsipe from tammas ’sheep’).

1st 2nd syllable

syll. u o õ a |ü ö ä |i €e/

/u] '+ + + + + +3
[ü/ + +3 +% 4% +2 +3
[] +3 +3 +s +3 +3

[0/ 1 + + + ° +3
/6] + +s ® +? +?

lyl +! +s

_

19l +3 +3 | |
/ol

_
)О + О + + Эв

/6/ +2 42 42
fal | ) + + + + +3

/а/ +* + +% +%3 +3 | +% +3

/u/
-

+3 l+2 1+3 + .‘+ x+
/l_}/ +3 +2 +3 A | +2 +3
19 +3 +3 +s +3

6/
_

‚ +3 +s +%]'+2 +3
õi | + +3 IP +

fal | F + +3 4 ba + 1142 +
/а/ +3 + +3 |+ +3

il
—

+2 + О + + +s + |+ +
fil 1+ 4% +3 +3 +3 4?2 | +2 3
/Ül +s +s +s t3 | +3 +s3

lel + ТО ® оН + |+ +
/2/ +? +" + | +* +3

Table 5. Vowels of the Ist and the 2nd syllable.

For two co-occurrent vowels, the indices !, 2, and j;, respectively, indicate
the distinctive quantities Ql, Q2, and Q3, except for 4 that stands
for 42,



Tiit-Rein Viitso

166

2. Consonants. All Estonian dialects have prevocalic single and geminate
consonants. North Setu shares with other Estonian dialects the general
problem of the phonological role of geminates. In addition, it has

specific problems concerning the gemination of j, the presence vs.

degemination of geminates before voiceless high vowels, the classifica-
tion of initial consonants of clusters preceded by a short monophthong in

syllables of Q3, affricates, and palatalization.
2.1. Geminate consonants have often been interpreted as sequences of
two identical phonemes on the basis of surface contrasts of single and

geminate consonants, as in the following NS partial nominal paradigms:

nsg gsg psg ilsg npl ppl ilpl gloss

külä — külä — küllä külld külä? külll — külle — 'village
rücä — rüä rükkä rikkd rüä? — rükkt rükke ’rye’

In the case of the geminate solution, the phonemic transcription reflects

syllable boundaries, e.g. in both psg /k'üllä/ (02) and ilsg /küllä/
(Q3) the syllable boundary is between two //s. On morphophonological
grounds, the geminate solution has been also extended to final long
consonants like those in the nominative singular forms of the following
paradigms:

ой wilta vilta Йа vitta? viito wvillo ’wool’

pik pikkä pikkd pikkd pikkda? pikke pikke ’long’
Note that in /v'ill/ and /pikk/ the syllable boundary is not between the

two /l/s and the two /R[s, hence the transcription is, if not contradictory,
then at least ambiguous. One must also ask wheather there is any evidence

that a speaker really analyzes all word-final long consonants as gemi-
nates, i.e. as clusters. As in most cases learning of nominals begins from
nominative forms, the contrary should be expected.

Note that non-first final syllables never end in weak postvocalic
obstruents which should be treated as representatives of single obstruent

phonemes just as weak obstruents are treated elsewhere, cf. [sd-¢] =

/s'ak| ’saw (n.)’, [ku-F¢] = /Kufß] ’crane’, [fa-ip] = /ta'lt/ ’sole

(n.)’; instead, they end in strong and long obstruents that are treated as

representatives of geminate obstruents, cf. [sak] = /s‘akk| ‘yield (n.)’;
[ku.rk] = /kurkk| ’cucumber’, [a-{}] = Га ’from below’ and

[ta-tri:k] = J[tüttr'ikk] 'girl', [me-tsni:k] = [mécenikk] ’forester’,
[ku-rat] = /В’игаЙ ’devil’. As word-final resonant consonants of non-

first syllables are never long, one must then conclude that word-final
obstruents, as opposed to final resonants, have the strange function of

making the word-final syllable structure more complicated.
Moreover, morphophonological arguments for the geminate solution

work in nonfirst syllables even more poorly than in the first syllables, cf.

the paradigms of titrik and metsnik:

{sg tüdriik — tüdrlou — tü-Lri:kko girl
pl tidriov® — tüdriskka — tüddri:kka
sg me-lsni:k medsni:kkü me:tsni:kko 'forester'

— |pl me:Žsni:av? me-fsni:kka me-tsni:kka
The crucial case is that of the laryngeal stop [?], which is a strong
and long obstruent that occurs only in the word-final position both at the

end of first and nonfirst syllables. The laryngeal stop cannot be treated
differently from other strong obstruents; also, it cannot be treated as a
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phoneme that occurs only in combination with another identical phoneme.
Hence, the NS prevocalic geminates and word-final long consonants

must be treated as long consonant phonemes, e. g. the above four para-
digms can be written phonologically as follows:

| Külä k'ülä k'ülä külä külä? küilli küle /
| rükä r'üä r'ükä rükä rüä? rüki rike /
[ vil vila vila vila v'ila? vilo vilo/
| pik pikä pikä p'ikä p'ikä? piike piike |

Accordingly, the occurrence of strong and long obstruents in nonfirst

syllables in the word-final position, and the absence of the corresponding
weak obstruents, is not a problem of final syllable patterning but simply
a case of distributional restriction of certain phoneme classes.

The solution of intervocalic geminates as long consonant phonemes
has an interesting conseguence. Namely, we must conclude that syllables
are not obligatory frames in which phonemes are situated but rather
that syllabification takes place on ready phoneme strings if necessary.
2.2. According to the principles of transcription of Estonian dialecto-

logical data, there occur no j, j, and 7 but Z, 2,and ? in the environments

V—jV and V—+4. Yet there are two cases in North Setu that render the

point at least suspicious as long as there is no reliable data. Both cases

are connected with changes that have lost their former phonetic motiva-
tion and now have the morphological motivation.

Firstly, in Q 2 the postvocalic sequence Ij of the traditional trans-

cription alternates with sequences Zp in Q3. At the same time, the similar

sequences йо and #¢ in Q 3 alternate with the geminate vv in Q2. Cf.

nsg gsg psg gloss

velp veljü velpo ’butter’

alp alja aipa 'garden'.
and raln ratva raüpa — 'iron'

Лайс haöve haüce ’pike’

Secondly, in disyllabic stems, originally of 01, j participates in

gemination just as all other single (phonemically: short) consonants, cf,

pr 3sg ipf 3sg inf gloss

ojoš oljo oljo? 'swim'
and vaoš valjo valjo? 'sink'

7а2os VÄŠSÖ vdzo? ‘tire’

kaos katte katto? ’get lost’

where vdzo? < *vd¥§sv?<< Proto-Finnic *vdsitdk andkaos << Proto-
Finnic *katoksen.

2.3. The voiceless high vowels v, 0,1, which result from the devoicing
of high vowels in closed unstressed syllables that follow a (stressed)
syllable of Q 1 or Q2, probably have caused the degemination of inter-
vocalic geminate stops that have preceded the high vowels and, hence,
also the neutralization of intervocalic single and geminate consonants
before voiceless high vowels. Also, Pirja Keldrimagi (1970 : 58, 97, 109)
has claimed that only single obstruents occur before voiceless vowels in
her native Raakva Setu subdialect (spoken near Petseri). In any case,
the neutralization of single and geminate consonants needs an instru-
mental proof. Below, some examples of degemination are presented:
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imp 2sg ips ipf inf рг Isg - gloss

vali? valitte "vali?': vall ’choose’

isalid: : salıtte} i"sahd: salll ’tolerate’

'vüz"ü9 väzütte 'Uäzü9 väzü ’get tired’ ;
ipacu?: oipacutte: pakko? pakki -offer

CR4} ERäclie! kakke? hakkl hide

1207} 1e2Ofle} oešssena? — essi — "get lost
— ešsšötle

Cf. also the following cases with obvious geminates (Q2 before non-
high vowels which are never voiceless:

elä? elätte iellä?: elä ’live’

afina9 antte айра? aüna 'give'
lihpa? — iliünaktei SÜlänadaž liäva — y

pessa?: ipeSSelfe; peSsa® pešsa — "beat

2.4. The short vs. long consonant phoneme solution does not automati-
cally solve the problem of how to treat the first consonant of a cluster
preceded by a short monophthong in a syllable of Q3, cf. Table 3. The
essence of the problem can be demonstrated by means of the following
paradigms:

nsg gsg psg ilsg npl ppl gloss

йаг tütre taftdro tdirehe — tülre? titret 'daughter'
kümme kümne kümmenp kümnehe kümne? kümnel ’ten’

As can be seen, intervocalic geminates alternate with preconsonantal
long consonants because of vowel syncopation in the 2nd syllable after
a syllable of Q3. Paul Ariste has proposed transcribing such preconso-
nantal long stops as geminates, e. g. fülfre, as the syllable boundary
divides the stops into two; this has also been the way such stops have
been treated in the geminate solution. Mati Hint, a phonologist of South
Estonian origin, has expanded the geminate solution also to clusters
which begin in long resonants in syllables of Q3, first for the Röngu sub-
dialect of Tartu South Estonian (Hint 1965) and later for standard

(North) Estonian. In terms of the short vs. long consonant solution,
that of Hint is the equivalent of treating the cluster-initial long resonants
as long consonant phonemes. This idea may well be true for South
Estonian where vowel syncopation is quite regular, taking place even

for verbal u-, o-, and ii-stems.
2.5. The existence of affricate phonemes in North Setu is not seli-

evident. о
The main argument for affricates is the non-occurrence of clusters of

weak obstruents such а$ bpg, Bz, zp alongside pz and 2ž. Besides, the
latter seem to occur at the beginning of syllables. This, however, seems

to be true also for weak obstruent 4 resonant clusters, e. g. Br, рГ, СГ

etc., although all grammars of Estonian claim that all consonant clusters
are divided among two syllables.

o

Another argument for affricates, i.e. for the monophonemicity of

pz and bZ,is their behavior in morphological paradigms. Ci., first, para-

digms with pz and sž:
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nsg gsg psg ilsg npl ppl gloss

риогй pupzi pufsi pulso риоги? putsa — 'down

feather’

йЙЬЙ hiipzé hist hiitse hipze? hütsi ’charcoal’

kiipz kipzé kist kipze küßze? kipze ‘nail’

~kiiste

kunpz kurfipza kunpza kunpza kuripza? kunpze ’heel’

and, secondly, similar paradigms without pz and bsz: '
ойй ойй ой vilto vitv? — vilta ’cool (ness)”
tull tuté tuip tulte tute? tull} fire’

pezd pezd — pešsä pessd pezd? pessi ’nest’

kaz kaze kast kaze kaze? kaze 'lid’

varz та?х@й varza varza - varza? wvarzo oal

Clusters which begin in a weak obstruent in the paradigms behave in a

different way:

apér арга атга а!га арга? atro 'plow'

razev гагой rasva rasva razva? rasvo ТаР

павге — павте nasret — павгейе павте? — павге? ’neighbor’

If рг ап@ %7 were clusters then we would have *pupeS and *hüßeS

instead of pupzü and hüßzl in nominative sg, *putso in partitive sg
and *pufsa and *hifse in partitive pl. Note that the partitive forms
would then be of Q 3 and not of Q2.

Similarly, paradigmatic alternation of ¢s and ог in the following cases

is more like to that of obstruents than that of stop + sibilant clusters,
cf. on the one hand,

nsg gsg psg ilsg npl ppl gloss

suits sulpzü suitso sultlso = suipzu? suilsa ’smoke’

kints kifipzö kiniso kintso kiüpzo? kintsa "haunch'

and

verk vercü verkko verkko verauv? verkka ’net’

ait alpä aitta aitta alpa? aitto 'storage’
taih talha taihha taihha taiha? taihho ’lean’

and, on the other,

komps kompso kompso kompso kompso? kompsa ’bundle’

On the basis of such evidence as the above, paradigms with pz and

pz can be phonologically transcribed as follows:

[ p'ucu p'ucu p'utu p'uco p'ucu? p'uca /
| Wüti hüte MWüst hice Wüce? Wüi |
| küt k'lice küst kÜüte m k'üle? k‘üce [

küste

/ Кипс К’ипса kunca kunca К’ипса? Ё`ипсб |
[ s‘uic s'uicu s‘uico s'uico s‘uicu® s'uica |
| kinc k'inco kinco kinco k’inco? kinca /
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Because of such forms as /p’ucu/ (Q2 and/p'uco/ (Q3 one must apply
a similar solution also to £s: 15 ап@ #& : #$ in such paradigms а5

mels metsa melsa melsa metsa? melso ’forest’

tats tatse tast talse tafse? talse ’child’

although there is at least one similar paradigm with ks and ks, borrowed

from North Estonian, cf.

paks pakso pakso pakso pakso? paksa 'thick'

Yet the distribution of /¢/ and /é/ in that position is also similar to that

о! long consonant phonemes, с!.

| moc m'éca — т`бса т`бса —т’бса? mõeo | 'forest' _
and

/ `оs ‘osa ‘osa ‘osa 'osa? ‘O5O [ '”»branch' —:
which is realized as

05 ošsa ossa ossa o§sa? oSse
2.6. In North Setu all consonants, except the laryngeal stop ? and the

palatal semivowel j, can be palatalized.
As elsewhere in the Voru dialect area, in some cases consonants are

palatalized even in the word-initial position, e.g. fdk ’stallion’, ffurd

'Боу’ апа (та) Вай 'l walk’, cf. also kädvo? ’to walk (infinitive)’, and

käüze ’he walks’; differently from other Véru subdialects, in North Setu

the vowel d after a word-initial palatalized consonant either has not been

velarized or has been restored.

All palatalized consonants can occur in the prevocalic position and

most palatalized consonants occur in the wordfinal position. As in most

cases, palatalization has taken place under the influence of the former i

or j that now can be lost; consonant clusters exhibit several combinations

of palatalized and unpalatalized consonants, cf. kask ‘fur coat’, vašk

(<< South Estonian *vazik) ’calf’, vask (<< *vaski) 'copper’. Note that,
as a rule, palatalization in Voru South Estonian included all consonants
that occurred before i. For j the situation is more complicated, probably
because of later developments, cf.

nsg gsg psg npl ppl gloss

panl pada palja — раба? patjo — "pillow .
taca taca takka taca® takko ’broad’ |
aht ahö ahjo aho? — айуа 'stove °
kaih kahö kaihho kaho? kaihha ’damage’

kuri kura kutja kura”® kurjo evil’

kiri kirä kirja kirä? kifjo ’script’

Alternation of palatalized and unpalatalized consonants has a signi-
ficant role in North Setu morphology, especially in verb inflection, с!.,
firstly, in nominal i-stems:

ngs gsg psg ilsg npl ppl gloss

hus hussi husse huise huzi”? husse ’snake’

secondly, in nominal 6-stems: _

uš ušse ust usse ušse? ulse 'door' |
sа?о sа?ое saive sarve saive? sarve? ’Погп’
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thirdly, alternation in verbal i-stems:

prl pr3 ipfl ipf3 gloss

пИБ nupži nuDze nupze 'suck?

pühl pühk pühe pühke ’sweep; wipe’
salli sal satte salle 'tolerate

käkki käk käkke käkke ’hide (tV)’
tohl toht tohtse tohtse ’be allowed’

and, fourthly, in verbal non-i-stems:-

tahö tahk tahl tahk ‘break; split (tV)’
puze pusk puzi pusk ‘butt’

айла айр айт ай 'give'
köüpä köiül köünt köüt ’rope’
ülle ülleš ütle üttel ‘say’
kenéle kenéles kenéli kenél ’speak’
avipa adttas avipe aüt
— aütta — aütte 'help' |
kumärva kumarpas kumarve kumärd bow

kazü kazus kasve kašve 'grow (iV)'
küzü küzvš küšsše küšse 'ask'

pelcä pelcäs peikse peläs 'be afraid’

kulva kulvas kulvze kulvas 'dry (iV)’

Due to the scope of palatalization, it is possible to speak about a

ssp(;:cificf subsystem of palatalized and palatal consonants in North

etu, cf.

7. Conclusions. North Setu phoneme system has the distinction short

vs. lon g both for vowels and consonants. There are 9 short and 12 long
vowels in the vocalism of Ist syllables and 9 short vowels in the

vocalism of non-first syllables that are not primarily stressed. Ii the

initial consonants of clusters preceded by a short monophthong in

syllables of Q 3 are long consonant phonemes, then there are in North
Setu 12 short unpalatalized, 13 short palatalized, 13 long unpalatalized,
and 13 long palatalized consonants.

/ v V

S h ; $ h

c e
p t k : P t k 2

m n n i m Rh
l ; I
r r

$ Ю : $ h
€ c

p v ki B 7 K
m й й: Й й 7 _

[ : [
f : F

j : 7 /
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ТИЙТ-РЕЙН ВИЙТСО(Таллинн— Хельсинки) ;

ГЛАСНЫЕ И СОГЛАСНЫЕ В СЕВЕРНОСЕТУСКОМ
ГОВОРЕ ЮЖНОЭСТОНСКОГО НАРЕЧИЯ

Северносетуская фонемная система имеет противопоставление краткий : долгий как в

области вокализма, так и в области консонантизма. В вокализме первого слога воз-

можны девять кратких и 12 долгих гласных фонем, в вокализме непервых слогов
без главного ударения — девять кратких гласных фонем. В вокализме непервых
(конечных) слогов с главным ударением, кроме того, имеются девять долгих гласных
фонем. Если интерпретировать начальные компоненты сочетаний согласных, следу-
ющих после краткого монофтонга слогов третьей степени долготы (О3), как долгие

согласные фонемы, то в северносетуском говоре следует признать 12 кратких непала-

тализованных, 13 кратких палатализованных, 13 долгих непалатализованных и 13 дол-
гих палатализованных согласных фонем.
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